
 

 

 

 

 

Annie Lennard Key Stage 2 

 Autumn Term 2021 Reading Newsletter 

Welcome to our Christmas newsletter! Read on to find out about 

new fiction and non-fiction releases, types of book genres and 

recommendations, signposts to reading resources, book reviews 

from staff in KS2, dates of note and much more... 

 

Reading Resources 

 

LoveReading4Kids- www.lovereading4kids.co.uk is the biggest and best 

recommendation site for children’s books. Their passion for children’s books 

ranges from toddlers to teens and ensures that whatever the age, whatever 

the interest, that you have a steady stream of brilliant book 

recommendations for your child.  

8 reasons to join LoveReading4Kids: 

1. We are the UK’s leading book recommendation website for children and our mission is to 

engender that lifelong love of reading in kids 

2. New users get entered into our monthly draw to win £100 to spend in your local 

bookshop 

3. We curate the book recommendations based on your children’s age, favourite genres, 

likes and dislikes, so you don’t have to 

4. You can read reviews from the best book experts around 

5. You can add books to your digital bookshelf to keep track of what they want to read next, 

and what they have already read 

6. You can enter our dozens of competitions and giveaways to win free books and bookish 

goodies 

7. You can check prices via our live price comparison engine to ensure you get the best deal 

8. Children can sign up to KidsZone, an area of the site just for them, capturing loads of 

content especially for children–a home where they can engage with videos, watch 

interviews, read book reviews and enjoy tons of activities and competitions. What are you 

waiting for? Sign up now... (it is free!) 

http://www.lovereadingforkids.co.uk/


Picture books- if picture books are your thing, then click on this link to find lots of 

recommendations- https://www.readbrightly.com/picture-books-2020/ 

 

 

Other good websites for reading recommendations-  

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/best-new-books/  

https://www.waterstones.com/blog/the-best-books-to-look-out-for-in-2020-childrens-and-

young-adult  

https://www.penguin.co.uk/articles/children/2019/dec/best-childrens-books-in-2020-

puffin.html  

 

Dates of note 

 

 

December- Royal Mail Letters to Santa (deadline TBC)- Each year, Santa's elves 

at the Royal Mail can help you get a letter from Santa, if children write to him 

by early December. https://www.royalmail.com/christmas/lettersto-santa  

National Poetry Prize- competition opens in February 2022. 

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/poetry-prize 

Carnegie Medal winners-  https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book-awards/cga/Carnegie-

Medal-Kate-Greenaway-Medal.html  

January- Martin Luther King Jr. Day- January 17th  

Burns Night- January 25th 2022 

 

Must have reads (Fiction) 

Unlocking the Universe by Stephen and Lucy Hawking  

What would it have been like to walk the lava-filled earth four and a 

half billion years ago?  

Or take your first step on the surface of the moon? And what would 

you do if robots took over the world? 

In their series of novels, George's Secret Key to the Universe, Lucy and 

Stephen Hawking imagined what great adventures one boy might have 

if he travelled through space.  

But the books were based on real-life facts - and together Lucy and Stephen collected an 

incredible wealth of information about everything from life on Mars to the secrets of black 

holes.  
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For the first time this non-fiction content has been collected into one astonishing volume, 

with brand new content for 2020, including facts about genetics, conspiracy theories and 

climate change. 

Beautifully illustrated and absolutely bursting with amazing facts and figures, this is the 

perfect guide to everything you've ever wanted to know about our world and beyond. 

(https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/315/315098/unlocking-the-

universe/9780241415320.html)  

Asha and the Spirit Bird by Jasbinder Bilan  

Winner of the 2019 Costa Book Awards  
Aimed at: Year 5 & 6 readers.  

Asha lives in the foothills of the Himalayas. Money is tight and she 

misses her papa who works in the city. When he suddenly stops 

sending his wages, a ruthless moneylender ransacks their home 

and her mother talks of leaving. From her den in the mango tree, 

Asha makes a pact with her best friend, Jeevan, to find her father 
and make things right. But the journey is dangerous: they must 

cross the world's highest mountains and face hunger, tiredness - 

even snow leopards. And yet, Asha has the unshakeable sense 

that the spirit bird. 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Asha-Spirit-Bird-Jasbinder-Bilan/dp/1911490192 

Wildspark by Vashti Hardy  
Winner of the Blue Peter 
Awards 2020  
Aimed at: Year 4, 5 & 6 
readers  
A year after the death of her older 
brother, Prue Haywood's family is 

still shattered by grief. But everything 
changes when a stranger from the 

city of Medlock arrives at the farm.  
A new, incredible technology has 

been discovered in Medlock, where a 
secretive guild of inventors have developed a way to 

capture spirits of the dead in animal-like machines, 
bringing them back to life. Prue knows that the "Ghost 

Guild" might hold the key to bringing her brother back, so 
she seizes the stranger's offer to join as an apprentice. 
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But to find her brother, she needs to find a way to get the 
ghost machines to remember the people they used.  

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/w/wildspark/ 
 

The Boy at the Back of the Class by Onjali J Rauf  
Winner of the 2019 Waterstones Childrens Fiction 

Prize and Blue Peter Awards 2019  
Aimed at Years 5 & 6  

There used to be an empty chair at the back of the class, 
but now a new boy called Ahmet is sitting in it. He's nine 

years old but he's strange- he never talks and never 
smiles and doesn't like sweets.  

But Ahmet really isn't really that strange at all. He's a 
refugee who's run away from a War. A real one. With 

bombs and fires and bullies that hurt people. As his 
classmates find out more about him the more they want 

to help- and so they come up with a daring plan…  
The Boy at the Back of the Class is a child's perspective 

on the refugee crisis, highlighting the importance of 
friendship and kindness in a world that doesn't always 

make sense.  

 

 

Must have reads- Non-fiction 

Climate Rebels by Ben Lerwill 

On the outskirts of the Milky Way, floating slowly through space, there hangs 

a planet unlike any other. It has oceans, deserts, jungles and mountains. It 

has life that swims, life that soars and life that swings through the trees. It is 

a place of dazzling variety and infinite wonder - and it's the only world we've 

got.  

Climate change is happening, now. But it's not too late to change the story.  

Meet the humans, from around the world, who are fighting to save our planet. This is your 

call to arms. Featuring 25 hopeful stories including Greta Thunberg, David Attenborough, 

Jane Goodall, Wangari Maathai - as well as lesser-known heroes, such as turtle-protector 

Len Peters, the guardians of the Amazon rainforest, and the poacher patrollers The Black 

Mambas. 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/w/wildspark/


This book will transport you from the poles, to the oceans, to the rainforests, with iconic 

illustration. These are true stories to make you think, make you cry, make you hope - and 

these are stories to make us all stand together and protect our home. These stories are the 

proof that one person's small changes can grow into something big, and powerful, and 

world-changing. 

So read on to be inspired, as we take our future in our own hands, and together save Planet 

Earth - for all the living things that call it their home. 

(Climate Rebels Synopsis- 

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9780241440421/isbn/Climate-Rebels-by-Ben-

Lerwill.html)  

 

You are Awesome by Matthew 

Syed won the British Book 

Award 2020 and is full of tools 

for helping you to realise your 

potential.  

 

  
 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/You-Are-Awesome-Confidence-Bestseller/dp/1526361159 

 

Rise Up by Amanda 

Li won the Blue 
Peter Book Award 

in 2020 Full of 
stories of children 

from around the 
world who have 

achieved the 
unimaginable, and 

the challenges they 
have faced and 

overcome.  
 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Rise-Up-Ordinary-Extraordinary-

Stories/dp/1780555784/ref=asc_df_1780555784?tag=bingshoppinga-

21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=80058282581719&hvnetw=o&hvqmt=e&hvbmt=be&hvdev=c&hvl

ocint=&hvlocphy=&hvtargid=pla-4583657827487402&psc=1 
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Fanatical about Frogs by 

Owen Davey was 
shortlisted for the Blue 

Peter 2020 awards  
A fascinating illustrated 

guide to the most diverse 
amphibians in the world, 

from the lumbering common 
toad to the beautiful but 

deadly poison dart frog.  
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/f/fanatical-about-frogs/ 

 

 

Books for Reluctant Readers 

Not everyone enjoys reading, but this is only because they haven’t found a genre they enjoy! 

These books below have been specially selected to engage and create a sense of reading for 

pleasure! 

Rashford Rules by Simon Mugford and Dan Green 

Meet the football superstar, campaigning hero and man of the moment, 
Marcus Rashford.  

What a special person Marcus Rashford is, on and off the pitch.  With a 

focus on his football, this excellent little biography also gives readers a good 
idea of his life and how he’s got to where he is today. The stats of course 

speak for themselves, he’s a brilliant footballer and the book provides some 

analysis of why he scores so many goals. It also tells us about his early football games, 

playing in his tiny back garden with brothers Dwaine and Dane, before joining the youth 

academy at Manchester United (born in Wythenshawe, he’s always been a fan). No matter 
how successful he’s been, he’s never forgotten the community he grew up in as the book 

explains, and its final stat, after all those goals, penalties and assists, is the money he’s 

raised for charity FareShare: £20 million. Author and illustrator write with all the 

enthusiasm of real football fans, peppering the pages with jokes and extra football facts, 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/f/fanatical-about-frogs/


making this very appealing and super-readable. There’s a quiz at the end to test the 

reader’s memory and a useful glossary too. (Andrea Reece- 
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/17750/Rashford-Rules-by-Simon-

Mugford.html)  

 

The Big Beyond by James Carter and Aaron Cushley  

In this anniversary year- a wonderful introduction to the history of 
humankind’s relationship with space and the urge to explore it. 

With a lively rhyming text supplied by James Carter, a popular 
performance poet in schools and highly effective illustrations, 

typography and layout, this tells the story of how we moved from 

wanting wings to fly; to seeing animals in the stars; to sending them up 

in rockets via a variety of flying machines taking us ever higher. It all leads to that fateful 

day in 1969 and the Moon landing and beyond. Then we have a lovely positive and inclusive 

message about the possibility of any reader becoming an astronaut. Another nice touch is 
the Rocket acrostic of space facts to finish on. This is a lovely accessible addition to the 

space resources you need this year.(Joy Court- 

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/16255/The-Big-Beyond-The-Story-of-Space-

Travel-by-James-Carter.html)  

Famous author interviews 

Check out some famous author’s talking about their favourite books. 

 

Meet Edie Eckhart, comedian Rosie Jones' 
new children's character: 'People with 
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disabilities absolutely deserve to be the 
hero of the story' 

Published on: 02 December 2021  

Edie Eckhart is funny, brave and brilliant, and just happens to have cerebral palsy. Rosie 
Jones tells us why she wanted to write this book, where the story mirrors her own life, 
and how reading is one of the most freeing things that you can do.  

Read the whole interview here- https://www.booktrust.org.uk/news-and-

features/features/2021/december/meet-edie-eckhart-comedian-rosie-jones-new-childrens-

character-people-with-disabilities-absolutely-deserve-to-be-the-hero-of-the-story/ 

Audiobooks  

Don’t forget that audiobooks are a good way 

to relax and explore new reading genres! 

Audiobooks- https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/audiobooks  

 

The Umbrella Mouse by Anna Fargher 

A timeless tale of courage, resistance and friendship, The Umbrella 

Mouse is a heart-stopping adventure drawing on the true stories of 

animals caught in the conflict of WWII, winner of the 2019 

Sainsbury's Book Prize for Fiction and selected for Waterstones 

Book of the Month. 1944, and London is under attack. Young 

mouse Pip Hanway's safe and quiet world is turned upside down 

when her home, umbrella shop James Smith & Sons, is destroyed 

by a bomb. Orphaned and alone, she must begin a perilous quest to find a new home. But 

the only way to get there is by joining Noah’s Ark, a secret gang of animals fighting with the 

resistance in France, operating beneath the feet of the human soldiers. Danger is 

everywhere and as the enemy closes in, Pip must risk everything to save her new friends. 

Anna Fargher's debut novel takes you on an incredible journey through a war that reaches 

even the smallest of creatures. 'An ambitious and wonderfully well-achieved first novel' 

Michael Morpurgo, author of War Horse. 'A spellbinding tale of bravery and hope, where 

courage is found in the smallest of heroes' Gill Lewis, author of Sky Hawk.     

(https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/audiobooks)   
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 Watership Down by Richard Adams 

One of the most beloved novels of our time, Watership Down is 

an epic journey, a stirring tale of adventure, courage, and 

survival. Fiver could sense danger. Something terrible was going 

to happen to the warren; he felt sure of it. They had to leave 

immediately. So begins a long and perilous journey of survival for 

a small band of rabbits. As the rabbits skirt danger at every turn, 

we become acquainted with the band, its humorous characters, 

and its compelling culture, complete with its own folk history and 

mythos. Fiver's vision finally leads them to Watership Down, an upland meadow. But here 

they face their most difficult challenges of all. A stirring epic of courage and survival against 

the odds, Watership Down has become a beloved classic for all ages. Both an exciting 

adventure story and an involving allegory about freedom, ethics, and human nature, it has 

delighted generations with its unique and charming world, winning many awards and being 

adapted to film, television, and theater. New York Times bestseller. Winner of the 1972 

Carnegie Medal for Literature. Winner of the London Guardian Children's Fiction Prize.   

(https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/audiobooks)  

 

 

 

Book talk – Pie Corbett  

See below a list of questions you could use when you are 

talking about books: 

‘Book-talk’ is about the ability to talk about books, developing the confidence to offer ideas 

and then reshape them in the light of other contributions. It helps children to trust their 

own ideas and interpretations, to talk effectively about a book, deepening their 

understanding, shifting their ideas, thinking together and moving comprehension forwards. 

‘Book-talk’ only works if the books have anything worth saying about them. The quality of 

the book determines the depth of discussion. It is important to accept all answers positively 

about the books that children read. Children are encouraged to raise questions as well as 

make points and suggestions. (Pie Corbett, 2008) 

• What sorts of things did you like or dislike? Was there anything that 

puzzled you? 

• Have you read any other books like this? How did they compare? 

Which parts of the book stay in your mind most vividly? How did the 

main character change? What surprises are there in the book? 

• How long did it take the story to happen? Where did the story 

happen? Which character interested you most? Who was telling the 

story? Talk about the links between the story and the illustrations. 

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/audiobooks


 

Quizzes/ wordsearch  

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/resources/100-question-

childrens-book-quiz-for-pupils-aged-7-11-in-ks2/ have a go 

at this quiz based on famous books.  

https://www.worldbookday.com/wp-

content/uploads/2018/04/World-Book-Day-2018-Book-

Bonanza-Quiz-KS2.pdf have a go at this quiz based on 

famous books.  

Thank you for reading our KS2 reading newsletter. I hope that you enjoyed 

it. For any questions, comments, then please email 

year5.als@annielennard.sandwell.sch.uk to speak to Mrs Groves. 

 

Happy reading,  

Mrs Groves 😊  
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